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it merely takes away the waste. Naturally enough, the
citizen has an aversion to any yearly payment for a ser-
vice of that kind; he sees no reason why he should pay
for his sewerage facilities any more than for police or fire
protection.

All this has been very well illustrated by the experience
of New Orleans in dealing with its sewerage problems dur- TheexPeri
ing the last forty years. The situation there has always New
been difficult, because some of the street grades are below
the level of the Mississippi at high water and sewage has
to be pumped to the waterway. Accordingly the city en-
deavored to avoid the heavy cost of installing a sewer
system by giving a franchise to a private company; but,
although the terms were liberal enough; the outcome was a
failure. In the end New Orleans had not only to provide
its sewerage system out of public funds, but to realize that
the only result of its prolonged dickering with private com-
panies was to make public action more difficult and more
expensive in the end.

To make and keep a city clean is a costly undertaking,
and yet few begrudge the price. It is easier to get the The dollar
people to vote for this kind of expenditure than for almost sanitation.
any other. Instead of applying the dollar standard in such
matters, their political leaders, the pulpit, the press, and
all other organs of public opinion join in the cry that human
life and health are priceless. No expenditure, they urge,
can be called extravagant if made in the cause of humanity.
Very little good, however, can ever come from such, plati-
tudes. The plain fact is that within somewhat flexible
limits a city has each year just so much money to spend.
It can, therefore, do just so much in the way of serving its
people and no more. If it spends too generously in sani-
tation, it must retrench in expenditures for public recreation
or for some other equally desirable undertaking. Nothing
in municipal administration is really so priceless or so im-
perative as enthusiasts try to make us believe. Every